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PART ONE 
(PUBLIC EXCLUDED AGENDA) 

 
DRAFT RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC 

Section 48, Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 
 
(G Verkerk / I Torrance): 
I move that the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 
 

C 1. Confirmation of previous minutes G Verkerk 

C 2. Status of actions arising from previous meetings G Verkerk 

C 3. Work programme update  

C 4. MPI update and discussion of information circulated by MPI  

C 5. Dairy cattle amendment update G Verkerk 

C 6. Codes review update & discussion A Sharr 

C 7. Regulations update  

C 8. Compliance update G 
Verkerk 

C 9. Prioritisation exercise  G Verkerk / All 
 
THE GENERAL SUBJECT OF EACH MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED WHILE THE PUBLIC IS EXCLUDED, 
THE REASON FOR PASSING THIS RESOLUTION IN RELATION TO EACH MATTER, AND THE SPECIFIC 
GROUNDS UNDER SECTION 48(1) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL INFORMATION AND 
MEETINGS ACT 1987 FOR THE PASSING OF THIS RESOLUTION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

General subject of each matter to be 
considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 

matter 
 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

C 1. Confirmation of previous 
minutes 

To protect the privacy of natural 
persons. 
 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding would exist under section 
9(2)(a) of the Official Information Act 
1982 (OIA). 

C 2. Status of actions arising from 
previous meetings 

As above. As above. 

C 3.  Work p ogramme update To maintain the effective conduct 
of public affairs through the 
protection of Ministers, members 
of organisations, officers and 
employees from improper 
pressure or harassment. 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding would exist under section 
9(2)(g)(ii) of the OIA. 

C 4. MPI update and discussion of 
information circulated by MPI 

To protect the privacy of natural 
persons. 
 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
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That the recommendations as detailed above should be adopted by NAWAC.  

The motion was put: carried.  

It was noted that the subcommittee should review the NAWAC guidelines against these 
recommendations to make sure they are still aligned. 

Action: Codes review subcommittee to report whether there are any required changes to NAWAC 
guidelines as a result of the recommendations 

NAWAC then moved on to the prioritisation framework and the open agenda. 

C 7. Regulations update 

 arrived to give NAWAC an update on the animal welfare regulations and the progress of the 
draft code of welfare for temporary housing of companion animals. 

Work on the regulations is continuing. New Cabinet approval will be sought in February (around the 
regulations as drafted).  

MPI have been having workshops with stakeholders on the wording and implementation of the 
regulations (not the policy intent).  Ongoing issues include use of electric prodders and sheep 
lameness. 

There was a question around calf weights and practicality of the 150kg measurement. MPI sticking with 
150kg. Will need to monitor the outcome and see what happens. 

A memo had been circulated prior to the meeting on the temporary housing of companion animals code 
of welfare (NAWAC 68/17). The code had been recommended to the Minister, but on advice from MPI, 
that the code report was not completely clear about the role of minimum standards vs guidance.  

made the decision to withdraw the code. Given the context of a new Minister and that the new 
code of welfare would have been the first significant engagement with them, it was agreed to recall the 
code from the Minister’s office so that residual concerns can be addressed. The secretariat can address 
the necessary changes.  

The subcommittee raised concerns – it was understood that even though MPI had reviewed the draft, 
that did not prevent their recommending that the code was withdrawn after final NAWAC approval. 
NAWAC does not want to see perpetual delay. 

 assured NAWAC that the secretariat followed all the correct steps, and MPI would work with 
NAWAC to issue the code quickly.  

NAWAC moved to item C6. 

C 8. Compliance update  

 introduced himself and gave an overview of the animal welfare compliance function in MPI. 

• Well placed to inform standards setters on what is happening on the ground. 

• Known for prosecutions but do so much more – much of the work is around managing farmers 
to up their game – i.e. educating unintentional offenders. Directions and advice is common. 

• Generally response driven. Call centre, triaging etc. Trend data shows that generally, year-on-
year, calls are increasing. Large spikes from calf regulations (internal referrals from verification 
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services) and increasing referrals from industry. Recently, there has been a shift to intelligence-
led proactive work, including pilot projects on dairy goats and rabbit farming. 

• Question around social change – is there a way to identify the reasons for behaviour change? 
MPI doesn’t do a lot of social science work - but noted that this is a gap. 

• Offered to have anyone come along with inspectors for a day and observe if interested. 

• Noted the SPCA’s move to One SPCA, which offers new opportunities.  

• Question around social media – does it add power to intelligence, rather than just an alarmist 
side? Absolutely. Can source information from nuanced areas such as social media posts. But 
capability needs to be added for animal welfare – has been used successfully for other areas 
such as biosecurity. 

NAWAC agreed to invite the national animal welfare compliance manager to NAWAC regularly to help 
inform NAWAC’s work programme.  

Moved to item O1 as  (New Zealand Thoroughbred Racing) had arrived. 

C 9. Prioritisation exercise   

NAWAC viewed a compilation of all the issues registers from 2017. There was discussion around rabbit 
farming, fish standards, sheep milking, farrowing crates and cat management – these items should be 
kept on the register as watching briefs. 

However, NAWAC’s workload is already large, and there should be some overhead kept open for the 
new Minister and any additional priorities they may have. No new work items were added to the 
programme, and so the prioritisation framework was not needed.  

The following changes were discussed for the work programme: 
• Remove selective breeding 
• Remove shelter and euthanasia options from the Implementation of Standards workstream – 

NAWAC focus only on BCS at the moment 
• The layer hen subcommittee to be changed to ‘poultry’ subcommittee, who will be charged with 

considering an amendment to the meat chicken code to address breeding (rather than a whole 
new code). Regulation issues to be dealt with by the regulations subcommittee. 

• Change the text in the Exhibition, entertainment and encounter section to be amended to 
“Publish the NAWAC position on…” rather than “review the use of…” 

Action:  to revise the work programme; bring this to the February meeting for approval before 
it is published online   

Action: all subcommittee chairs to bring timelines for their work programmes to the February meeting so 
these can be incorporated into the document. 
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